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Oliver St. lohn»Eſq, 
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oncerning ' his Actions 
During the late Troubles. 
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Sadler in Juſtification of OP $ Death. 


Oliver Is owl, 


Concerning the King's death. 


1. T is ſaid, Crommell ar the time of the Ki 
I Triall, both before and after His Death , often 


lay with me in the ſame Bed , or in my ; Lodg- 
in2s. 

This denied: For Cromwell having been all the Sum- 
mcr 1n the Warrs in wales, and other where, came to 
London about che rime that the King was brought from 
the Ile of #ight, my Wife then was ar Lyncolrs Inne, 
and ſo continued allrhe tir of rhe*Triall , and alter 
the King's Dearth, never 'ay-out of my Chambers' , in 
which, there is bur one Bed ſave for Servants; and that 


Crompell never lay-with me , or in my Lodgings af- 


tcr his return to London. 
2. TharT hkadahand'ina Book , written by. Mr. 


"This 


—— — 
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l 
, 


xd tobe Mr. Sadlers,& remember not the Contents 
of it, but had no hand in it, nor ever knew rhercot, nor 
whar was in it, untill I found it Printed, | 


The truth hereof, I believe Mr. Sadler will affirm. | 


3. That Mr. Thurloe; late Secretary'to Oliwer, rcla- 
ted ro ſome of rhe Army that my {cif and Crompwel 
adviſed the Kinz's Death. _. 

This denied 3. or' that I ever adviſed it with Crcm- 
wel, ot-any other perſon whatſoever. This was necr 
. twelve years agoc, at whichtime , Thurlee as I belicvc 
was notacquainted with the Army , he was then my 
private Servant, and not Crompwel's untill five years at- 
ter, not beirig recommended by me to him; and he had 
been our of my ſervice neer rwo years before he was in 
Cromwel's ; And Thurloe being charged with the rcla- 
tion ,I refer my ſelfe to lis Teſtimony ; and deny, that 
any perſon is able. to.charge me with ir. 


- But in anſwer to theſe Rumours,and all others of this 
nature; 


x, I clearly and onkwencyy aſhrm', rhar I nevcr 
knew,of anyantention to try Him for his life,or of any 
,one thing that tended thereto, other waics then as 
Common newes when all others upon the notortery of 
the a&tion,knew theſamezas of his removall from Hom- 
_63,0r roany other place, the treaties between him and 
_ the Army, His removall from the Iſle of Y/7ght 3 nor 

ofany intent to try Him, nor of rhe matter, or manner 
of his Triall, or Exccution , orany thing conducing 
-. thereunto. 2, That 


——— - 


This denied : - I never ſaw more then one Book al- | 


worew . A "TI 


_ 2+; That in thele times, upon alt occaſions, I mani- 
feſted my diſlike, and dil-ſatisfaQionz-and rhis, if the 
T9008 think fir , will be made good by many. witnd(- 
cs. INI LIN "4 
3. That 1 was not then of the Houſe of Commons, 
for being made a Judge 1n Ofober 1648. I fat nor. a-- 
gain untill Fuze 1651, ſothar having nothing to doin 
_ the Houle, where the Commiſſion iflued , 'and decla- 
ring my ſclfe openly againſt ir ; Ir is hard, theſe times 
\ confidered, when the danger was more in fhewing dil- 
like, than conſent , That I ſhould-be thought to give 
privatc adviſe ,. and the rather, becauſc I was ot no 
High Court of Jultice , nor Commiſhoner of Oyer 
and Termincr, nor in any Circuit exccuted any, upon 
rhe late diſtractions, 


2. As to the altcring of the Government , to a 


Common-wealth. wwe 


This is denicd : nor is, any iculaÞ as I-hear, 
voucked to make ſo much as a A for itz many can 
witnefle my declared Judgment, both before and after, 
ro be for King, Lords, and Commons : The then pre- 
rended Houſe » commanded the Judges afſiliance and 
opinions, for altcration of the-Government , I refuſed 
to give advile, alwayes manifc{ted my diſlike of raking 
away the Houſe of Peers, and of ſecluding the Mem- 
bers in 1648. nor was then of the Houſe of Com- 
mone, ; 


3. That he was the dark Lanthorn, and privy Coun- 
ccllour,.in ſcrting up , and managing affairs in the late 
Oltyer ProteQtor's tume 3 This wholly denied, andre 


' contrary . 


oe as . Show. CA. 
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-conraty true , * and rhany wiendfſes of my manifeſting 
my-difhke. [Beſides thar no colour -of proof Dd, 
Theſe circatnftances willfturther clear it, © © 

I. In Ofober 1 fell fick fodangerouſly , that , from 
-  thartime untill theend of May , - my friends — -commy 
- dcarh 3 I think in December, or F amuary he was {ett up, 
when 1 was at the worlt, - © © 
2. He named me” one of the Councell, and ſum- | 
moned me toi in that which was called the Other 
Houſe, I never would come to his Councell , or fit 
inthe other Houſe, Hemade me one of the Com- 
miſſfioncrs of the Trcaſury : I never intermedled ,. or 
received Salary , either as a Councellor or Commilſ- 
fionet ; 1, nor any of my Relations, ever kad one 
penny advantage by him, or by his mcans, dire&ly or 
mdircly , ſave the continuance of my place as a 
Judge. And in the pretended Parliament 2656. 


by - 
% - 
_ 


when thePujrion and Advice was made, my relations 
then , e Houlc forbore to fic all that Parlia- 
ment, few®brhers ablcnting themſelves. 


adi. Lata 


3. As ſoon as the Term was ended, T ever went 

- down imo the Country , and came not up untill rhe 

beginning of the Term following $, ſeldome ſaw him, 

fave before or after the Termrto take leave ; but fol- 
lowed my Calling. 4, 

_ 4- Contracted difpleaſure from the Army , as a 

party diſafte&ed to his Proteforſhip and way. And 

as. tor managing of private adviceby Mr. Thurlow , 

This wholly denyed ; having bred him from a youth 

m my fcrvice, he our of reſpe once ar twice in a; 


quartcr of a ycar viſited me. 


ned 
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4. Thar 


{on,that I cndeavoured to the laſt to refettle im. 


Thus untrue ; I never knew of his father's intent to 
appoint him his $ucccſfor. After the Summer Circuir, 
I went to: my Country houſe , 60 miles from 'Low- 
dow: Oliver dicd;, as I remember , about the 3d, of 
SeptemLer., Richard was proclaimed and ſer up before 
my rctura. 10 Loader : In. rhe intcrim, I knew nothing 
of rhis buſfincfle , but what was known all Fngland 
ovcr.3 {inc&his being our , I never fawhim, nor re- 
cctvcd any mcflage from him , nor {cnt any to him 
ncver had any thought or treaty with any to reſtore 
bim 5. and thank it ſtrange any ſhould think me guilty 
ot fo great folly. 

" © with all humble boldneſſe deny, that 
I kad cirher in publick or private any hand in the 
King's dcath , or in thealtcration of the anticent Go- 
vcrnment of Kings, Lords, and Commons. 

-' It. iStrhie , that when the other Governments were 
{ct up by othcrs , that I did a& under them. And I 
kumbly dc fire , tharwhar I ſhalblay for my ſelf upon 
this Subjc&, may nor be taken as « Jullficaro , but 
oncly as: an Extenuation of my offence', for to- chat 
end oncly I offer 1t. His Majeſty in his Declaration 
in April laſt , and by his late Proclamation , dorh 
graciouſly deelare:, FFar no: crimes formerly com- 
mitted, thould be brought in queſtion. againſt any, to 
te kalt mpcachment , cirkecr of 'Lite ,' Liberty , or 

:ſtatc, excepting! oncly of notorious Delinquentsz'\and 
this Honorable Houſe , + intheir own names ,' and: in 
rhe names of all the Commons of England , =_ = 

0 
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hold upon his Majeſtie's grace , which, as much as in 
mb loy Ltaddormaetifidode before the Honorable, che 
Speaker of this Houle. - | 
And in rcgard the Houſe , ſince the laying told of 
his Majcſtic's grace, by their Vore of this inſtant 
Tune; hays fubx ed me to fuch Pains and Penalties , 
as by a future Act ſhall be Inadted, Ir is a great al- 
fiction to; me , that: I ſhould byrhem- be thought un- 
wertty of his Majcſtie's: grace , which extends to all 
that are not notoLious Dcelinquents , when as fo many 
thouſands, wko have acted under theſe Governments, 
and {ome who: have had a hand in the alteration, do 
partake thereof, And upon theſe conſiderations , and 
that the pains and penaltics are nor yerſer, I hope it 
will not be offenſive to any, ttat I ſer down the 
grounds and motives of my aRtings.; becauſe before 
God and Man;all ations are accounted more. or lefle 
ood or bad , from the Circumſtances, Manner, and 
nreention of doing them. | 


- 1. ASto my Embaſhie into Holland with Mr.Strick- 
land, I humbly offer : OE 
I. That it was aboke two years after that the Com- 
mon-wealth's Government was ſet up ; it was ſetup 
in Fazuary 1648, and I was in Holland the latter end 
of March 1650, and continued there untill towards the 
cnd of May 1651, | 
_ - 2, I wasſcntagainſtmy will ; for bothby Petition 
tothe Houſe, and otherwiſe, I uſed all means to avoid 
' 4t: Norcaſon I ſhould defire it , conſidering ; that 
Doriſlavs ſent thither before, was killed ; and the loſſe 
of a good part of the profits of my place , as Judge, 


in my abſcnce. | 
dc +! 3, Com- 
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though not ge jure , cxcrciſed the" Supream! Power . 
of the Nation ,, from which, no: appeal: for-relict 
could be then made. | 

The Embaſhe-was, to renew the antient Amis» . 
ty and intercourſe between the rwo Nations ': 
While we treared upon thcſe , we were recalled, 
re 1#fefta, and the whole.Embaſhe became fruirleſle. 
We did nevcr treat concerning the excluſion ot 
tus Majeſty, or his Title, And to rhe Allegation, 
that the Miniſters there forbore praying for his Ma- 
jcſty, as an effect of this Embaſhe +: As In: ver heard 
it betore, ſo Lam confident that no occaſion was gi* 
ven for it by me, or that Embaſhe, Andit it be ſur- 
ther enquired into , I bclieve itwill appear, thatr 
arole from ſome other occaſion ,. and arfome orhcr 
time. Tne King was all this time m his Kingdom of 
Scotland, and had been Crowned, 'and rdlident there 
a year bctore. During the time of this altcration 
of Government , Treaties and Alliances were made 
withthe Princes and States. formerly'in amity with 
Ezgland. | 

I had no advantage by tnis Emtaſhe 3 the Plate, 
Furniture, Beds, and orhcr things, claimed formerly 
by Embaſladours, were by us returned to the Ward= 
robe. The Starcs ar our Farewcll , as a gratuity, 
promiſcd to return rocach of us here in Ezgland a 
1000 |. in Goid, which I rctuſed ; all the reward'ot 
chat Embaſhe was , that whercas the Minſtcr of 
Peterborough , being an anticnt and goodly Fabrick, 
was propounded obe ſold ard demsliſhed, I begs'd 
it to be granted tothe WG of Peterlorough, wt.0 

| at 


3. Commianded by-thoſe” who .then ; ae aftos 


| C(-1©0 , 

at.that preſent, and ever; fince ,- have accordingly 
_ c of it, Vid. AA, gorge 651. h, y | 

:'AStO my aGing as a Judge; 1was 1n the place 
before cg! 1. of 0, 6 Fwexeaa , and did 
no: other than the rcſt of the [Judges , Juſtices of 
Peace ;;/-and other Miniſters of [uſtice';-for the ad- 
mijitBration of pablick' Juſtice 'berween -Party and 
Parry, which, as-the ſtare of affairs then ſtood, could 
nor otherwiſe have been done. 

Theplace when I came into it was vacant , by the 
death of the Lord Bazks, and none appointed by his 
Majcſty ro cxccute it. - + | 
. Astroany expreſhons-I ſhould uſe in Parliament, 
to {ct up a Government by the Long Sword : 
Theme alledged was bcforc rhe exclufion of 
tke MemberSin't648, and it I had made any ſuch 
expreſſion, I ſhould deſcrvedly have been then call d 
ro account bythe Houſe, Abour that time , One of 


_ the Houſe having uſed that expreſſion, and the pre- 


{ent-debare being; 4!/VVherher an Af of Parliament, 
procured by a&tuall force, were good, or not, I u- 
{ed this expreſſion , Thar if ſuch Acts were 00d, ic 
would juſtifie rhe opinion of the Gentleman , Thar 
the Long Sword muſt govern , which I ſpake cf as 
the worlt of evills, 
This I the {better remember ; becauſe an old 
Knight miſtaking me, I rook occaſion to explain my 
ſelf tor his ſarista&tion , rhe Houſe nor requiring it. 
] have u my capacity-'&ndeavonred conflantly 10 
preſerve the Civill' Government, iti Parliament, and 
our of Parliament, from the Sword, and all Arbi- 
X rary 
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trary Power , and have: {uffered for ir; 'both-from 
the Army, and otherwiſe, and from»rhe firſt gaifing 
of forces in the. Kingdonruno this day, I have nc- 
ver been privy , or conſented 'to any adtion-6f.the 
Army, or any Members of it, in oppoſition of the 


- Parliament, or Civill Goverrnnent,” And as t& ths 


Adas or Ordinances made by the Convention 1653. 
or by Cromwell and his Counccll , I have not oncly 
privatcly-ſhewed my diflike , but ſome of them ba- 
ving come bctore me as a Judge ,- I have nor ofely 


 noractedupon them , bur declared ry ſelf azainit 


themzfor which, complaints have been made againſt 
me to him and his Councell; and as it came in my 
way as a Judge, I always diſcharged ſuch as tad 
been commitred by the Major Generalls. == 
Concerning my fitting at-all times aftcr 1648 , 
in that called\Me Parliament-: I never fate in the 
Convention called in 1653; nor any thing called a 
Parliament, 'upon Summons from Olrvey or Richard; 
though. always ſummoned td fit in. that 'called rhe 
other Houſe, x Fg 
I never ſat in any Parhament , but that which 
was ſummoned by the King's Writ in.1640, I was 
not of the Houſe in 1648. (being excluded from 
Oftober, 1648, untill F«ne-1651.) nor had any hand 
in excluſion of the Members, tor nor declaring their 
diſ-ſatisfaQtionto the Treaty in the Ifle of YYV7pbt. 
After my return from Hollazd, in Juze 1651, I 
was called to give.an account of the Embaſly in my 
place in the Houle , and was'commanded again to 
attend the Houle , and ſowere all rhe other Judges, 
whole places were not filled up by new'Ele&tions,. 
B 2 wo: 


whe notordingly ſatas well as 1. 


L indeavoured not to have been called again into 


the Houſe. I never made any Declaration of ay diſ- 
ſatisfaction of the Treaty at the Ifle of YVrght 
Upon all occaſions, I declared the excluſion of the 
Mcmbers in 1648, to beunjuſt , and was inſtru- 


mentall in reſtoring them to fit again. 


I alwayes oppoſed my ſclfe , rothe taking away 
er altcring of the Law, or of the Miniſtcry | by ta- 
king away of Tyrhes , both which were ſtrongly in- 
dcavoured. And not being ſatisfied concerning their 
fitting without the Lords and the Members exclu- 
ded 3 I indeavoured the bringing in of a Free-Par- 
lamcnt,as a thing due to the Nation, and, as the di- 
fractions then were, I tE-cught it the beſt, and juſteſk 
way. of hcaling tkcm , and this wgs nccr cfcCing, 
when in April, 1653, thcre ficinns kindred by 
Crompel, and the Army. Hh 0 


After their fitting in My, 1659, Idcclared the 


Tame rcſclution , of mairtcnance cf the Law, and 
Miniſtcry , and that their ſitting in Juſtice to the 
Nation , ſhould be made uſc of onely as a t ridge, 
tO let ina Free-Parliament : That I tcll into their 
great diſpleaſure, and fclr ir, is well known. I know 
no oohes Caulſc, bur the publique owning theſe Prin- 
ciplcs, oy | 

Aftcr the Army Fad again interrupted their fit- 
ting, and atout Jazwary latt they were reſtored, and 
an Oath of Abjuration of his Majellic's Title was in 
queſtion, I came our of the Country on purpoſe to 
oppcſe that, or any othcr of that nature, and did de- 
clare that to be the cauſc of my ccming up , and did 


publiquely 


-—- 
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publiquely oppoſe the fame ; ' atid the other Oath 
which the Councell of State was inj to take, 
and did for that cauſe forbear ar all to fit in that 
Councell : It may be preſumed , I apprehended as 
others did , that the. iſſue of a Free-Parliament, 
would be the happy reſtoring of his Majeſty to His 
Subje&s 3 As alwayes formerly , ſol then uſed my. 
urmoſt indeavovrs for the calling of thus therein, 
and had the happineſſce , when the force was taken 
from the ſecluded Mcmbers , after their ſitting, to 
make the motion, to puta pcriod to the Long Þ - 
liament, the 11th, day of March laſt , which upon 
debate was accordingly rclolved, VWhat my carriage 
was in the Houſe aftcr their reſtitution , and in the 
Councell , borh betore and after the riſing of the 
_ » Ilkaveto thcir teſtimony that were pre- 
cnt. , 


This Narrative, I humbly tender inanſwer to the 
Rumours ſpread up and down , which it truc would 
make me guilty of the King's Death , and of altera- 
tion of the Government , frem King, Lords, and 
Cummens, all which with duc humility I do deny. 

 Andit any of my formcr actions ſhall be thought 
wcll of, hel arc not m: ntioned to Juſtifie any thar 
are bail, (for it was but my duty thercin to have done 
better) nor doI in any thing juſtifie my owne opi- 
nion 5but kumbly dc A that (the Diſtra&tions, and 
the Conjun&ure of affairs conſidered when they 
were done) my actions may receive a favourable 


conſtrution. His Majeſty 15 pleaſed to recetre to = 


his grace, allttat have not becn notorious Delin- 
' quents, 


—_— - FRE , £ | £LAL13 
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querits, (rhough faulty 1 have done. nothing from 
adepraved or 1ll intention , and therefore hope, and 

ly beg , Imay be likewiſe received into yours ; 

which. if chis/ Honourable Houle , the Sanctuary. of 

the Commons of E21and , and where we arc all re- 
 prefented, ſhould think! me unworthy of , and ſhould 

adjudge my- crimes unpardonable , (the hand con(t- 

dered ) Aﬀiition would be added to Affliction, 


FINIS. 
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